Title: Duties of Members - Domestic Godliness
Purpose: To motivate the hearers to cultivate domestic godliness as a members’ duty. 

Introduction

1.
Living a godly Christian life is one of the duties of church members. And this is because the kind of life you live as a church member affects the life and witness of the entire body—the church. 

2.
But what does living a godly Christian life consist? In our previous study, we considered your personal devotion or walk with God. Now we move to consider the next: Maintaining and cultivating domestic godliness or godliness in the home.

Trans:
In dealing with this subject, I will begin by giving you some …

I.  A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE ISSUE OF DOMESTIC GODLINESS

1.
Not long after the apostolic era, there was tendency among theologians to have a negative and low view of the marriage state. Reading the “church fathers” on marriage is dismal. They viewed it as debasing, dehumanizing, and more of a necessary evil for the propagation of the human race and for the satisfaction of base sexual desires. And because of this negative and low view, there was also a tendency to neglect or despise domestic godliness. Not much biblical teaching was devoted to this issue. 

2.
Although there is double talk on this issue, this low view of marriage still exists among Roman Catholics even today. Thus the apostate church of Rome, in spite of clear biblical evidence, still insist that Mary remained a perpetual and that she never had other children besides Jesus. Moreover, they still insist that Priests and Nuns should remain celibate. Therefore, for the many years I have been in the Roman Catholic church, I never heard a sermon that emphasized and taught domestic godliness or godliness in the home.

3.
Now in spite of the restoration of the emphasis and biblical teaching on domestic godliness during the time of the 16th century Reformation and especially during the Puritan era in the 17th century, many evangelicals still have not put enough emphasis on domestic godliness. Evangelism and other Christian ministry are given such emphasis in a way that overshadows the importance of domestic godliness. 

4.
I will not enter into the various reasons for this. Sufficed to say that these are the facts and realities of church history.

Trans:
But this should not be my brethren. And why? 

II.
THE IMPORTANCE OF DOMESTIC GODLINESS

… As to the importance of domestic godliness, I will just mention 4 things.

A.
One primary effects of gospel ministry is the restoration of domestic godliness. Luke 1:13-17 (READ). 

1.
John the Baptist came at a pivotal time of redemptive history. He came to prepare the old covenant people of God for the coming of the long promised Messiah. Those who will continue in their rebellion and unbelief will be cut off from the old covenant community. As he says later in Luke 3 to the Jews who wanted to be baptized, “Indeed, the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” For it was only with the believing remnant of the house of Israel that God promised to make His new covenant (Luke 22:20).

2.
But what is one of the effects of this gospel ministry of John the Baptist? Particularly singled out is the restoration of domestic godliness—VS 17 (READ).

3.
It is sin that creates havoc in the home and creates the generation gap. But singled out as one of the effects of John’s gospel ministry is the restoration of domestic harmony and piety.

4.
This shows that domestic godliness of is great and paramount importance.

B.
The apostolic letters to churches  give tremendous emphasis on domestic godliness.

1.
From Genesis to Revelation, we repeatedly find teachings about the family and the home. This is true particularly in the book of proverbs. It devotes many verses dealing with domestic duties and piety.

2.
But when we turn especially to the apostolic letters to churches or particularly to gospel ministers (Timothy and Titus), tremendous emphasis is given on this subject of domestic life.

a.
In writing a letter to the church in Ephesus about how God is to be glorified in the church of Jesus Christ, Paul, the apostle, devotes a large section dealing with domestic godliness (Eph 5:22-6:9). 

b.
And in writing to the church of Colossea about how Christians are to grow in holiness and deeper spirituality, Paul, the apostle, also gives emphasis upon the subject of domestic godliness (Col 3:18-25).

c.
Moreover, in writing a general letter to the churches in Asia, Peter, the apostle, also devotes a large section dealing with domestic piety (1Pet 3:1-7).  

d.
Furthermore, in giving Titus instruction about what he is particularly to emphasize in his ministry to the churches in Crete, Paul, the apostle, again puts emphasis upon the issue of domestic godliness (Tit 2:2-10). 

e.
We find this also in Paul’s letter to Timothy. He gives many statements that show the tremendous importance of a godly domestic life. 1Tim 5:8 (READ). 

f.
In addition, in given qualifications of elders and deacons in the church, who, among other things,  serve as models for God’s people, Paul, the apostle, gives emphasis upon domestic holiness. Tit 1:5-6, 7 (READ). So irreproachableness includes particularly two spheres—domestic life and personal character.  1Tim 3:4-5 (READ). 

3.
Therefore, not to put emphasis upon domestic godliness is criminal neglect. It is to marginalize something that the bible gives tremendous emphasis.

B.
The home is the cradle of  true godliness. 

1.
Let us quickly look at just a few text. 

a.
Gen 18:17 (READ—Cntx: God speaking to Abraham about Abraham). Abraham is the primary instrument to teach, and when necessary, enforce, to his children to keep the way of the Lord. The home is the cradle of godliness.

b.
Deut 6:6-9; 11:18-19 (READ). Parents are the primary instruments to teach their children the word and commandments of the Lord. The home is the cradle of godliness.

c.
Psalm 78:1-7 (READ). Emphasized here again is the centrality of the home in the transmission of the truth from one generation to the next. Granted that there is no guarantee that our children will all become Christians, and yet, many of them will. And they will be the instrument of transmitting the truth from one generation to the next. The home is the cradle of godliness.

d.
Pro 1:7-10 (READ). In the bible, wisdom is virtually synonymous with holiness of life. And what are the foundations of true wisdom or holiness of living? 1) the fear of the Lord 2) obeying godly parental instructions 3) and resisting peer pressure. So this shows us the tremendous importance of the home with respect to the cultivation of holiness and godliness. It is the cradle of godliness.

e.
2Tim 1:5; 3:14-15 (READ). Although there are Scriptures that indicate that Timothy was converted through the ministry of Paul, and yet the seeds of faith and knowledge of the Scriptures where sown from his children in the context of a home. 

2.
Therefore, if we want to see a godly generation raised up after our own, we must not neglect the prayerful pursuit of domestic godliness. It is good both for the nation and the church.

C.
A godly home brings honor to the gospel of Christ. 

1.
Paul states it negatively in Tit 2:3-5 (READ). When Christian women are not doing the things they should be doing in the home, it brings dishonor to the word of God.  When the husband is neglected, when the house is in disarray, when the children are not love so as to be really disciplined, then it dishonors the word of God. And the opposite of that is true. When Christian women are doing what they ought to be doing in the home, then that brings honor to the word of God.

2.
And how many times that truth has been affirmed in true to life experience. Many might not really like the  things you believe and practice based in the word of God, but if there is harmony and love in your home, the children are well-disciplined, unbelievers cannot but help notice that.  And that brings honor to the word of God.  

3.
I believe that one of the reasons why the witness of many evangelical churches are so weak is because there is very little emphasis on the domestic godliness.

Trans:
But what does domestic godliness consist? That leads us thirdly to... 

III.
THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC GODLINESS


…And here I will only have to be very sketchy.

A.
First, we have the wife’s comprehensive, although not absolute, submission and respect for her own husband. 

1.
This is what is particularly emphasized in the apostolic letters when dealing with a wife’s duty towards her own husband. Eph 5:22-24,33; Col 3:18; Tit 2:4-5; 1Pet 3:1-2, 5-6 (READ).

2.
And this respectful submission of a wife to her husband is so vital to domestic godliness. 

a.
And why? William Jay: “ There can be no happiness without peace. There can be no peace without harmony. There can be no harmony without order. And there can be no order without submission.”

b.
What will happen if  nobody submits in the marriage relationship? Either the one who is physically stronger will get his way; or the one who can manipulate, outwit, out word, and outlast the other will get his/her way. And in a situation like that there can be no real order, harmony, peace, and happiness.  For it would be like survival of the fittest. 

c.
Therefore, in the His all-wise and sovereign will, God has made the husband as the head of his wife. It is the wife’s duty to be in submission to her own husband.  

3.
And this submission should be comprehensive—although not absolute—“in everything” (Eph 5:24). Only if your husband commands you to disobey a clear command of God should you say to him respectfully, “I must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

4.
This submission is essential to domestic godliness. Without it, there can be no real home for domestic godliness. 

B.
Second, we have the husband’s firm and yet loving leadership.

1.
And this is also what is particularly emphasized in the apostolic letters when dealing with the husband’s duty towards his wife. Eph 5:25-33 (READ) The relationship of the husband and his wife is similar to that of Christ and His church in that the husband is the head of his wife just as Christ is the head of His church. Moreover, just as the church is like an extension of Christ, it is his mystical body, so the wife is like the extension of her husband, she is his body. Therefore, the husband must love his wife just as Christ loves the church. Col 3:19; 1Pet 3:7 (READ).  

2.
Now what is the opposite of submission? Ruling. But why does the Scriptures put the emphasis on love? Because the rule of a husband must be done in love. It must not be selfish. It must not be tyrannical. It must not be despotic. It must be loving and sensitive leadership. It must be done with a view of what is biblically good for the wife and the entire family.  

3.
And why is this loving leadership essential to domestic godliness?

a.
Without this firm and yet loving leadership, the home would be like a sailing ship without a captain, an airborne  airplane without pilot, a moving car without a driver. It will have no definite direction and will constantly be exposed to danger. 1Tim 3:4-5 (READ). 

b.
Moreover, without this firm and yet loving leadership, the home will be in the state of chaos and confusion. This is also indicated in 1Tim 3:4. 

c.
In addition, without this loving leadership, prayers will be hindered because of the tension that will exist in the relationship. 1Pet 3:7 (READ). 

d.
Therefore, in His all-wise and sovereign will, God has placed and called the husbands to exercise this firm and loving leadership. And if you want a godly home, this is essential.

C.
Third, we have the parents godly upbringing of their children.

1.
The bible takes for granted or assumes that parents know that it is their duty to provide for the physical well-being of their children like food and shelter. Even unbelievers know that without being told. In fact, even animals know that. Therefore, when the Bible addresses the duty of parents, and especially the fathers, it particularly emphasizes their duty to bring up their children in the admonition and discipline of the Lord. Eph 6:4 (READ).

2.
And why is this bringing up in the admonition and discipline of the Lord essential? It is the way to avoid provoking your children to wrath, which is the root of rebellion.

3.
Therefore, you have to teach your children God’s word, guide their hearts and thoughts according to the word of God. And when necessary, enforce those admonitions with the biblical use of the rod. 

4.
And although only God can bless this means and use your effort, the effort you will have to make, praying that God will bless the means and your efforts.

D.
Fourth, we also have the just, fair, and loving treatment of domestic workers.

1.
Notice Eph 6:5-9 (READ). Just as domestic workers are to sincerely promote the well-being of their earthly masters, so earthly masters must seek to sincerely promote the well-being of their domestic workers. And threatening must not be the primary means of motivating them to do their work, but love that they see in their masters. 

2.
This is an essential and a vital part of domestic godliness.

Conclusion

1.
So here is a vital part of the duty of church’s members. Godliness of living which includes not just your walk with God but also domestic godliness.

2.
And by way of conclusion, I would appeal to members to continually work in this particular area. Glad of the growth but there is still much room for improvement.

3.
And to you are still struggling in this area, I would encourage you not to give up hope. Come to Christ for forgiveness and strength. And persevere in the work. 
4.
But if you are a stranger of Christ and His saving grace, how do you expect to really succeed in the home apart from the grace and power of Christ? Rotarian Slogan: “No success anywhere can compensate for failure in the home.” And that is right. But without the grace and power of Christ, you will not really be able to succeed in home. You might provide food for your children and education. But what about for their eternal destiny?  Run to Christ. 
